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My experience of  COP26  

On a cold, wet Saturday morning   
midway through the COP26 climate 
negotiations, 100,000 people       
gathered in Kelvingrove Park in     
Glasgow to march, writes Chris 
Manktelow. I was there as part of 
the Christian Climate Observers    
Programme (CCOP): an international 
group of Christian environmental    
organisations that came together to 
learn, bear witness and advocate for 
change. 

I waited an hour for the march to 
start in the pouring rain, but spirits 
were high. So many people were 

there: families, dogs, young and old 
people, climate activists, trade      
unionists, scientists, indigenous  
peoples, people of all faiths and 
none, Glaswegians, and even a   
samba band! Everyone was united in  
demanding that world leaders end 
our dependence on fossil fuels, 
which are  ruining communities and 
the earth on which we live. 

Most people there did not think that 
COP26 would ‘solve’ climate change.   
Instead, we were marching for 
‘climate justice.’ We wanted         
politicians and business people to  
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We should feel angry about climate     
injustice, but hope cannot come 
from anger alone. As the theologian           
Augustine is reputed to have once 
said: “Hope has two beautiful 
daughters; their names are anger 
and courage. Anger at the way 
things are, and courage to see that 
they do not remain as they are.” As a 
Christian, I am encouraged by    
knowing that God made this world 
and will remain faithful to it. I also 
know that he is just and upholds the 
cause of the oppressed. The         
character of the God I see in Jesus 
Christ does not change and I take 
comfort from that. I pray that you 
too will have the courage to see that 
the world does not remain as it is.
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